
teachers and educational 

institutions. Members con-

tribute time and effort to the 

various committees that 

make it possible for us to 

support educational needs as 

they arise. 

It never fails to amaze me 

how much DKG Quebec is 

able to achieve when we 

work together. Each of us 

contributes according to our 

skills and availability in ways 

that add up to far more than 

the sum of the individual 

parts. We can make a differ-

ence in education and to-

gether we do. We have been 

doing just that for sixty years. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

  DKG Quebec 2017-2019 

There is a post on the DKG 

International website written 

in the voice of our founder 

Annie Webb Blanton entitled 

The Leadership Puzzle – and 

You (See DKG Quebec Face-

book). Annie begins her blog 

by reminding us that Delta 

Kappa Gamma was founded 

in 1929 because women 

teachers needed each oth-

er’s support. How valid that 

still is today! 

Educators by and large work 

in isolation: the single teach-

er in a classroom, the single 

administrator in a school. 

Opportunities to meet and 

discuss work are few and far 

between. Belonging to a pro-

fessional society of educa-

tors with regular monthly 

meetings opens up many 

more opportunities. 

How proud I am when I see 

DKG Quebec members sup-

porting each other. I have 

listened to many conversa-

tions over dinners and heard 

the same comments again 

and again: “I’ve done that, I 

can help you” or “I know 

someone who can help”, or 

“A teacher I work with needs 

to hear about what you’ve 

done”.  DKG members are not 

alone any more – we have the 

support of each other. 

That support extends into our 

personal lives as well. I see 

members offering each other 

support in happy times – sig-

nificant birthdays and cele-

brations of achievement; and 

in sad times too – illness and 

family deaths; and when 

someone is alone or shut in. 

Each of us has chosen to join 

DKG Quebec for our own per-

sonal reasons but I believe 

that underlying those reasons 

is a strong desire to make an 

impact on education here in 

our own province and else-

where in the world. Members 

have applied for and received 

grants to implement educa-

tional projects over and 

above the regular curriculum 

requirements.  Members dili-

gently raise funds for scholar-

ships and grants that provide 

annual financial support to 
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General Meeting Dates 2018                    DKG Quebec Executive Board  2018 

January  2018 - NO MEETING  

                                                           

Thursday, February 15, 2018            

Programme:, “Local History: Montreal 1909” & “Beads on a 

Necklace”. 

Presenters:   Bob Wilkins and the group Genealogy  Ensemble  

                                                                                   

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

Programme: “Gamifying Education, The Truly Engaged Class-

room” 

Presenter:  Tracy Woodward 

 

Monday,  April 16, 2018  

Programme: “Young Adult and Children’s Literature” 

Presenters:  Lori Weber, Author and College Teacher. Book 

display by Tracy Woodward. 

  

*Bring:  Items for Toiletry Items Bags (We can gather twice 

and deliver once) 

    

 Thursday, May 3, 2018   

Convention & Annual General Meeting 

Programme: “International Project Presentations” 

Presenters:  Beverly Townsend & Anne Marie Laurin; Betty 

Constant; Canjita Gomes-Fernandes & Pamela Koumoutsakis. 

  

 Convenor:   Catered 

Location: To be announced   

2018 Schedule 

January No Meeting 

Wednesday, February 7 

Wednesday, March 7 

Wednesday, April 4 

Wednesday, May 9 

 

        Note: All meetings are held from 4:00-6:00 p.m. at the 

EMSB, room 410 or 415 unless otherwise advised. 

 

Executive Officers 2017-2019 
 

President 

 

Barbara Angus 
Past President Beverly Townsend 

1
st
 Vice-President TBA 

2
nd

 Vice President Estie Kleinfeld 

Executive Secretary 

Executive Secretary  to the Treasurer 

Tara Wheeler 

Erika Sebaldt 
Recording Secretary Sylvie Bastien-Doss 

Corresponding Secretary Rose Szasz 

Treasurer Estie Kleinfeld 

Parliamentarian 

Parliamentarian Emerita 

Beryl Ball 

Mildred Burns 

GO TO THE NEW DKG WEBSITE 

TO REGISTER FOR THE 2018 

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION  

IN AUSTIN TEXAS 

VISIT: WWW.DKG.ORG 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
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The Montreal Council of Women: Woman of the Year (WOTY) 

The location is at the newly renovated Mount Stephen’s 1440 Drummond St. in downtown Mon-

treal.  Tickets are $75.00. We would like to reserve a table of 10 for the DKG Quebec group.  For 

more info and to reserve tickets call (450) 672-7081 or 514-516-9023. 
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 ArtStarts 

By Meredyth Kezar, Vancouver DKG 

 

 

On October 4, 2017, the Vancouver DKG 

chapter members participated in a fun 

workshop at the ArtStarts Gallery.   

 

ArtStarts in Schools is a charitable organ-

ization that seeks to expand the role of 

arts in education for the benefit of British 

Columbia’s young people.   Each year, 

ArtStarts provides over 640,000 unique 

arts experiences for young people in ur-

ban, rural and remote communities across 

BC.  My next door neighbour was excit-

ed about my going to the gallery as his 

work was actually on display.   

Planning programs for a DKG chapter 

can be challenging.  Our chapter had an 

excellent meeting in May, where using 

DKG guidelines we brainstormed topics 

and speakers.  Donna McCormick and 

myself had earlier attended a Room to 

Read event and had the opportunity to 

meet Navida Nuraney, the executive di-

rector of ArtStarts.  We talked about the 

possibility of a meeting at their gallery, 

and she and the program manager of Art-

Starts came to our next DKG meeting 

and helped us in our brainstorming ses-

sion.  Rekha Pavanantharajah, ArtStarts’ 

program manager, also happens to have 

been my sixth grade student!   

 

 

Vancouver DKG members enjoyed their 

visit to the ArtStarts Gallery, the only 

gallery in Canada that only displays chil-

dren’s art.  We all participated in a very 

fun hands on workshop on creativity.  

Members expanded their understanding 

of what creativity is and members who 

had never felt that they were creative, 

realized that they actually were.  We of-

ten think of being creative as being artis-

tic but we realized creativity takes many 

forms, on a tennis court, in the way we 

dress, etc.   

Our workshop leader, Krista Cameron, 

put us all at ease, and even helped us do 

some creative brainstorming and problem 

solving about DKG fundraising.   

It was also fun to have my good friend, 

Valerie Delacretaz, from Montreal, an 

active member of DKG Quebec, join us 

for the evening, which included a fun  

dinner at the nearby Social Club restau-

rant.   

 

Everyone really enjoyed the evening.  If 

you are interested in learning more about 

ArtStarts please visit their website.  

https://artstarts.com/creativityworkshop. 
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ARTSTARTS PHOTO GALLERY 
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On July, 2016 in Nashville, DKG Quebec appealed to 
the members of Canadian Forum to join thousands of 
Canadians in petitioning the Canadian government to 
work for the release of Homa Hoodfar.  

Homa is Professor Emerita in anthropology at Mon-
treal’s Concordia University researching women’s 
roles in public life in Muslim socie-
ties. She had been incarcerated in 
the infamous Evin Prison on the 
made up charges of dabbing in femi-
nism and security matters and in-
citing revolution. She ultimately 
spent 112 days in jail without access 
to her lawyer or her family.  She was 
psychologically tortured and threat-
ed with a sentence.   

In October 2017, a year after her release, Homa spoke 
to DKG Quebec members about her research and her 
imprisonment. Her quiet courage during her ordeal 
and her dignity in recovery was inspiring. Ever the re-
searcher, Homa claimed that she survived imprison-
ment by studying her captors and the prostitutes with 

whom she shared a cell. Without paper or 
pencil, she used a toothbrush and the cell 
wall to imagine writing her research 
notes. 

Members who listened to Homa were 
deeply moved by her courage and in-
spired by her tenacity. May Homa serve 
as a model for us all.  

 

Breaking the ice! The DKG Quebec Friendly Facebook Workshop 

By Sylvie Bastien-Doss 

New era, new vocabulary! At our last 

November meeting, a group of curious, 

courageous, and determined DKG 

members decided to break the ice. It 

was time for them to learn what Face-

book was all about. This joyful group of 

DKG ladies learned the meaning of the 

expression: “TO FRIEND SOMEONE” at 

the “DKG Friendly Facebook Work-

shop!” especially designed for begin-

ners.  

After taking a close look at the basic 

knowledge about Facebook, our won-

derful group of beginners learned how 

to interact, express their ideas, and 

share interesting posts with their own 

communities.  

The minute we took a look at how To 

Friend someone, I completely lost con-

trol of the group! We started to hear 

notification bells ringing right and left, 

as everyone was excited to practice 

their new skills. I believe tons of 

Friends Requests were made on that 

evening! It was a great pleasure to see 

such an eager group of ladies practice 

their newly acquired skills! There is 

much more to learn about Facebook, 

and this workshop was only the begin-

ning. I would be happy to get everyone 

together again, and continue to discov-

er further uses for Facebook. 

The good news is that after this first 

workshop, there are at least fifteen 

more members that are now able to 

visit the DKG QUEBEC Facebook page, 

interact with its posts, and share its 

relevant and interesting posts with 

their Facebook Friends. They can now 

make a difference in getting the DKG 

Quebec name out there, contribute to 

promoting the DKG organization, and 

to its success.   

I am very happy and proud to be sur-

rounded by such a wonderful group of 

lifelong learners in our community. 

They ARE the future of DKG. 

 

 

Editor’s Note: DKG Quebec wishes to 

thank Sylvie most sincerely for stepping 

in at the last moment after a schedule 

change.  We greatly appreciate her 

cooperation and her talents! 
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Right: Barb Angus chairs her first 

meeting as President of DKG Quebec 

on a beautiful September afternoon 

in Judy Szamosi’s back yard.  We were 

all happy to be there as you can tell 

from the smiling faces. 

Above: Canjita Gomes-Fernandez 
and Terry Saba worked together 
at the English Montreal School 

Board for years before they both 
retired in 2017. 

Above: Canjita and fellow Educa-
tional Foundation winner, Pamela 
Koumotsakis. Their project studies 
the result of the student registra-

tion limitations imposed by the Bill 
101.  

Left: Cathy Bannan, with 
Judy Szamosi, was on 

the food committee. She  
prepared a scrumptious 

dessert and helped 
serve the meal. 

Left: Dianea Carroll-
Phillips wears many 

hats. She is also a vol-
unteer at the Aviation 

museum in St. Anne de 
Bellevue, and has in-

troduced a number of 
activities for children 
to peak their interest 
in aviation and space.  

It was a great opportunity to get 

together with good friends and 

catch up on the news. Pictured left, 

Dr. Huguette Drouin of Université de 

Montréal,  and pictured right, Min-

dy Spiegel who taught at Royal Vale, 

are both happily retired. 

Above: Mona Nadel, Rena Entus, Erika Sebaldt 

Above: Robyn Bunch, Georgie 

Crawford and Beryl Ball 

Above: Zehavit Meltzer is the 
2017 recipient of the Dr. Mil-
dred Burns Award for Leader-
ship, and is a neighbour of Ju-
dy’s. She joined us and posed 
with Estie Kleinfeld, our State 

Treasurer.  

Above: Robyn Bunch and 

Georgie Crawford 
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 Austin, Hotel, Headquarters  

Look periodically for International Convention Times! It 
will provide information to plan your trip to Austin, Texas, 
for the 2018  

International Convention.  Austin means…  

§ Texas’ centrally located capital,  

§ Austin-Bergstrom International Airport,  

§  Live Music Capital of the World!  

  

  

§ Over 1,000 non-smoking hotel rooms  

§ Free Wi-Fi, coffeemakers, hair dryers  

§ 24-hour business center  

§ On-site eateries  

§ Rooftop pool, 24-hour fitness center  

§ Room reservations starting January 2  

   

  

 

 

 

 

Event Planners, TX Hosts  

The steering committee has been working with Internation-
al President Carolyn Pittman as we prepare for your arrival.    

 
Pictured l to r: Nita Scott, Dr. Judy Merz,  

Barbara Johnston, Marcia Kirkland, Joan Hester,  

Laura Packard, JoAnn Brooks, Carolyn Pittman,  

Dr. Jo Murphy, Nancy Newton, Marilyn Gregory, Phyllis Hick-
ey, Victor Trisnadi. Not pictured:  

Jerrie Dooley.  

  

Texas Ambassadors will welcome you when you arrive 
at the airport and hotel.   

Make plans early to join us so you can experience the 
joy of fellowship and learning that an international conven-
tion brings!   

  
In future issues, you will learn more about Austin and 

the many unique, rewarding experiences awaiting you.  

              

Credits: Marylin Nease, editor. Camille Kirkbride, 
masthead graphic art. Austin Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau and DKG, Column 1 photos. Marcia 
Kirkland, Column 2 photo. TSO, column 2 graphic 
art.  
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Greetings From Your Area Representative Canada 

   Greetings to our Quebec Prov-

ince Sisters with much gratitude 

from your Ontario Sisters and your 

ARC for your wonderful delega-

tion at the 2017 NERC in Wind-

sor, Ontario. Your support, assis-

tance, and enthusiastic participa-

tion were appreciated, and your 

presence added to our celebration 

of Canada’s 150th, and the success 

of the event. We trust that you ex-

perienced the many blessings at-

tendance at events beyond the 

chapter level bring, and that you 

will share your experiences with 

your members who couldn’t be 

there.  

   Condolences on the loss of your 

distinguished charter member, Ma-

rianne Davis. Congratulations on 

the incredible celebration of her 

60th milestone as a charter mem-

ber of Gamma State Quebec and 

her 100th birthday, during which 

you so beautifully honoured her. 

Her memory and inspiration will 

live on, aided by the Marianne 

Davis Early Educator Award you 

instituted in her honour. We appre-

ciated the tribute Beverly Town-

send presented at the 2017 NERC 

Canada Forum, informing and in-

spiring us.  

   I am thrilled to report that we are 

having a wonderful surge of new 

members across the country, in-

cluding exceptional gains in Que-

bec. Bravo! Many chapters are 

successfully applying suggestions 

from the website. Have you been 

on the new website? It was devel-

oped to be easier to navigate and 

to provide ever increasing re-

sources enabling members and 

chapters to function ever more 

effectively and efficiently in ful-

filling our mission? There will 

also be a new app to watch for 

with the same goals. Wouldn’t it 

be wonderful if we could have 

100% of Canadian members visit-

ing the website regularly? Did you 

see the Member Highlight of our 

Canadian Saskatchewan member 

last month? Is there a Quebec 

member whom you can  present? I 

am sure there are several! 

   Accolades and congratulations 

are extended to your State Presi-

dent, Barb Angus, with the publi-

cation of her book “Beads on a 

Necklace”. Do hope you will join 

me in learning more at the Febru-

ary 15th meeting. What a wonder-

ful model of life-long learning, 

team work, the blessings of litera-

cy to share information and history 

for the benefit of future genera-

tions, and sharing gifts and talents 

to inspire others to follow your 

example. Thank you, Barb, for 

inspiring us, and modelling exem-

plary use of gifts and talents to 

make a difference for others. So 

many others will be touched and 

inspired by your book and exam-

ple. I wonder how many future 

books will be inspired by your 

courage and diligence. 

   Have you made plans to be in 

Austin July 16 - 20th, 2018 to en-

joy the opportunity to see head-

quarters where it all began? We 

need your support for amendments 

aimed to make important changes 

to move the Society forward. Will 

you participate in this important 

step in continuing the mission and 

work started by Annie Webb Blan-

ton, which has accomplished so 

much, and which is as relevant 

today as it was when DKG began 

in 1929? Watch for and review the 

many proposed amendments in the 

upcoming NEWS. There are many 

aspects of the Society being exam-

ined and addressed and this is a 

unique opportunity to be part of 

simplifying to be as inviting, effi-

cient, and effective as possible to 

keep us moving forward. Be in-

formed and prepared to contribute 

to discussions and decisions.  

   I am looking forward to visiting 

Montreal on Feb 15th to learn 

more about the wonderful work 

you do, to bring an update from 

International, and to meet as many 

of you as possible. 

   Thank you for all you do to add 

to the tapestry of DKG’s signifi-

cant contributions making a posi-

tive difference across the world. 

Every member, every chapter 

counts, as we initiate the “butterfly 

effect” sending forth energy that 

builds, as it continues to expand 

across the world,  beginning with 

you and the significant happenings 

within individual chapters. 

 

WE ARE LEADING WOMEN 

EDUCATORS IMPACTING 

EDUCATION WORLDWIDE. 

 

Thank you for all you do! 

 

Sincerely,  

Joan Wolfe,  

Area Representative Canada,  

2016-2018. 
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This year the Marianne Davis Early Educator 

Grant was awarded to Melanie Mercante, a 

pre-school teacher at Gerald McShane Ele-

mentary School in Montreal North. Mela-

nie's project involves learning through play 

and the grant will allow her to buy addition-

al play material for her students. Congratu-

lations Melanie! 

DKG Past President Mindy Spiegel (2001-2003) 

presents the DKG Quebec Evelyn Eaton Grant to 

Nathalie Malhamé and her fifth grade colleagues 

for their bilingual inquiry project where students 

will explore what it means to be a kind and com-

passionate Canadian and global citizen. The grant 

is for the purchase of French Second Language 

instructional materials. From left to right: Rena 

Entus (Membership Chair), Aaron Prosser 

(Bilingual Generalist), Nathalie (French Generalist), 

Wendy Cryer Frank (English Generalist), Mindy, 

Barbara Angus ( DKG President) and Royal Vale 

School principal Nathalie Lacroix-Maillette. Con-

gratulations to the winners! The DKG membership 

looks forward to following your project. 

DKG QUEBEC AWARD WINNERS 

For the 2018-19 World Fellowship competition, we had 67 applicants, 32 at the Masters level and 36 at the 
PhD level. There were many interesting areas of study: neuroscience, rehabilitation medicine, human ge-
netics, dentistry, food science, educational, psychology, architecture, urban planning, engineering, physics, 
chemistry, geography, history, law, East Asian studies, and violin performance. It was inspiring to read about 
these courageous women studying at McGill and doing groundbreaking research.  They are from many coun-
tries: China, India, Mexico, Great Britain, Ireland, Belgium, Guatemala and Africa. 

I was busy with about 77 email contacts, many who sent several emails about the application process, and 
many letters of reference. 

Report fom the World Fellowship Committee Chair, Catherine Bannon Sidorekno 
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ROBYN BUNCH IN GILBERT & SULLIVAN’S MIKADO 

PHYLLIS BENNETT CELEBRATES HER 95TH!  

Our own Robyn Bunch, Gamma Chapter, is 

addicted to Gilbert & Sullivan. Every year, 

Lakeside Academy puts on a show and Robyn 

is there to participate in the production’s 

chorus.  It is a passion for her, and anyone 

who has been to a production sees that this 

passion is contagious. Every production is 

professionally done and most enjoyable. 

We wish Robyn a good run and we encourage 

all our members to partake in the passion! 

Congratulations to 

Phyllis Bennett on her 

95th birthday.  We 

wish Phyllis good 

health, continued 

travels  and lots of joy 

in the new year.  Best 

wishes! 

Phyllis Bennett with good friend, Beryl Ball 
Above, right: Valerie Delacretaz and Beverly Townsend 

were also in attendance. 
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Looking Back: Evelyn Eaton Award 2015  

On a very cold January afternoon (2015), Bev and I were given a warm welcome at Royal Vale Elementary. The winner of the 
Evelyn Eaton Award, Sophie Christopoulos, was delighted to receive her cheque to cover the FSL (French as a Second Lan-
guage) instructional materials necessary for her project “Raconte-moi une histoire”.  

Evelyn Eaton Award January 14, 2015 

Pictured left: 

Bev Townsend, then Vice President DKG, 

Gamma Province 

Sophie Christopolos, recipient  

Barb Angus, then Chair Scholarship Committee 

Natalie Lacroix- Mailette, Principal, Royal Vale 

Right: Teacher Sophie Christopolos with her 

students who learned the art of story telling in 

her 2015-16 project. 
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DKG International funds School in Haiti with the Educational Foundation Grant 

By Anne Marie Gitto Laurin 

Students were crowded 

5-6 per computer. Now, 

2-3 share one computer 

thanks to the DKG Edu-

cational Foundation 

grant. 

Beverly Townsend and I  submitted an application for the Educational Foundation grant last January 3, 2017.  Funds request-

ed were to help support a school in Haiti, Collège Marie Reine Immaculée, to purchase library books, computers and aid in a 

breakfast program to promote good nutrition.  Many students come to school hungry, often only having one meal a day, if 

they are lucky.  The breakfast program has already shown positive results as the students seem more alert and more atten-

tive during their lessons.  

I have enclosed some photos supplied by Sister Cadet, the Principal of the school  in Lilavois, a suburb of Port-au-Prince, 

where this school is located.  Sister Cadet is also in charge of the project in Haiti. 

Sister serves breakfast to the 

little ones who often come to 

school hungry. 

Students at the school show their appreciation for the 

new library books which include research text books 

to help with their projects. 

New library books in-

clude story books for 

the lower levels to  help 

young students im-

prove their vocabulary.  
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By Dr. Mildred L. Burns 

I was thrilled to receive a 

Christmas card from my good 

friend, Doris Leckie, who now 

lives in Petaluma, California 

with her daughter and her 

family. A number of photos 

of the family showed Doris to 

be fit and very happy with 

her surroundings.  Although it was a difficult move 

for her to leave her Montreal friends behind, I be-

lieve the move was in her best interests. 

Doris came to Montreal last year to celebrate her 

100th birthday.  Although I can no longer use the 

computer due to my poor eyesight, I am told that 

Doris still sends out emails and posts items on her 

Facebook page.  

It is a credit to my generation of women who keep 

going strong and who keep up with today’s tech-

nology and the fresh ideas of our time.   It is what 

DKG women do! 

   I believe it is good to do things 
that challenge me and push me 
out of my comfort zone, so this 
year, I am doing the truly ter-
rifying – starting my own busi-
ness! Taking risks has never been 
something I have shied away 

from. My most recent case in point -leaving my full-
time position of 15 years in Saskatoon and moving to 
Montreal on a wing and a prayer.  

   I love the city of Montreal; however, moving in my 
50s and beginning a new life in a place with three 
times the population of my whole province certainly 
presented some big challenges! First, the work situa-
tion. Leaving the security of my position was a risk, 
but I can honestly say I underestimated the difficulty 
of obtaining a position in Montreal. I thought my ex-
perience and education would open doors, but I have 
found the line up to the door is long and when I have 
managed to get there, my lack of French language 
skills sent me to the back of the line again. I also left 
behind a large social network and my family. It’s been 
difficult to make friendships in a large city where 
people are spread out and already have well-
established social networks and family. There is cer-

tainly no end of things to do, and I enjoy taking in the 
sights and learning about the history, but I still feel 
lonely. So, how to solve these problems and make my 
move to Montreal a success? 

I decided to start my own business as an Arbonne con-
sultant. My girlfriend began in the business 10 years 
ago, and makes a great living. I have used the pro-
ducts and love them. I had attended their events and 
always had a great time. So, I looked over the mate-
rials and thought I would give it a go. It may seem odd 
to start a business that relies on network marketing 
when one has no network, but I wanted to have flexi-
bility, I wanted to have fun, I wanted to meet people, 
and I wanted to be excited about what I was doing. If 
you aren’t familiar with Arbonne, it is a health and 
wellness based company that creates vegan, gluten 
free, products with no animal by-products, parabens 
or other chemicals. All of its products are botanically 
based but scientifically tested. And our events our 
fun!! We do mini spas with small groups of women 
(and men) which often involve a glass of wine or a cal-
ming cup of tea. What’s not to love? I am excited to 
develop my business and look forward to meeting ma-
ny wonderful people, some of whom I hope will 
become treasured friends! 
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DKG QUEBEC 

DKG International 

Email: dkgque@gmail.com

DARE TO KINDLE GROWTH 

Check us out at: 
www.dkgquebec.com 

and on Facebook: DKG Quebec 


